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extent of His dominion, we are apt to lose the
element of personality; to think of Him much as
we think of the laws of nature; to adopt a sort of
pantheism; to neglect or perhaps even disbelieve
His personal relations to ourselves. On the other
hand, if we think only of His personal relations to
ourselves, we are apt to get crippled ideas of His
dominion; to overlook His omnipresence; to think of
Him as dwelling in temples made with hands ; per-
haps to regard ourselves as special objects of His care,
and think lightly of His relations to all our fellow-
creatures.

It is by combining these at first sight incompat-
ible attributes of personality and omnipresence that,
without any arrogance or claim of superiority to our
fellows, we are supported under the oppressive sense
of our own littleness so forcibly expressed in the
words of the Psalmist which I have quoted, and feel
that we may hold communion with the great Author
of nature ; while, at the same time, we obtain a bond
of union with our fellows deeper and more wide-
spread than that arising from personal predilection.
For there is a mixture of character in us all; we feel
it in ourselves, we see it in those about us. Where
the good element prevails, we are drawn towards
the person possessing it; yet he may from time to
time disappoint us. Where there is much evil we
are repelled; perhaps tempted to neglect opportuni-